
Scottish Printing Archival Trust

Minutes of the meeting of the Scottish Printing Archival Trust held at 10.30am on 
Thursday 5 June 2025, Merchiston Campus, Edinburgh Napier University, Colinton 
Road, Edinburgh, EH10 5DT

Present: B Hodgson (Chair), P Laidlaw, P Mark, A Joseph and H Williams (minutes).

1. Apologies
G Richmond and G Harrison.

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 20 February 2025 and matters arising
The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were approved. Matters arising: 

 HW had found a suitable option (a Sumup terminal that did not require a phone to take 
payments) but still needs to check whether the Sumup system will work with the TSB account 
and/or PayPal.

 It would be possible to arrange group visits, for a limited number at a time, to the Cossar Press 
at the NMS Collections Centre.

3 Financial update
PL reported that there had been little change in the financial position. The bank account stands at 
£7,708, and the PayPal account at £85. A number of publications had been sold, amounting to £157 
gross (£99 net of fees and postage and packing).

The Trust has not received an updated figure for the changes to the website. 

4 Secretary's report
Following the submission of  the Trust’s last annual report, HW had reviewed the requirements and 
circulated proposed revised preamble for the annual report to the Trustees, along with the policies and 
procedures underpinning the Trust’s activities. These were considered and the policies and procedures 
were approved. They will be kept under review, along with the Trust Deed. This will be formerly 
reviewed every three years from now on, with the next review taking place in 2028.

OSCR now requires all charity Trustees to provide additional personal details for their records. These 
will be uploaded shortly, but will not be published on the OSCR website.

HW has continued her work to review the Trust’s collections. There is now a formal deposit agreement 
in place covering the Trust’s archive, which is held alongside the Edward Clark Collection at Edinburgh 
Napier University (ENU).  Ownership remains with the Trust, but space has been provided to store our 
archival material, the original of  the Trust Deed, and the signed copies of  the annual report and 
minutes. HW reported that the Heritage Collection Curator at Edinburgh Napier University had now 
moved on to a new post, and there is no information on when the post will be filled. HW is no longer a 
member of  the teaching staff  at ENU, but continues in her role as Honorary Edward Clark Fellow.

HW had given a talk to the Senior Fellows at the Royal College of  Surgeons of  Edinburgh, assisted 
with a visit of  heritage professionals to the Edward Clark Collection, and had led two walks (on a route 
in the New Town) for the Old Edinburgh Club. She reported that she is considering participation in the 
Edinburgh and Glasgow Doors Open Day weekends in September. She had also attended a number of 
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meetings including the Scottish Transport & Industrial Collections Knowledge Network (STICK) 
committee, and had with the Curator at National Museums Scotland, and the Edinburgh 
Bibliographical Society (EBS). She is exploring the possibility of  organising a joint event with EBS in 
the autumn, and is also continuing to work on the plan to hold letterpress workshops for students at 
Edinburgh Napier University, to be led by Gen Harrison and funded through the Edward Clark 
Bequest.

The Glasgow Press have been running workshops for some time and are trying to establish a small 
museum alongside the printing business. HW has shared the artwork for the exhibition posters with 
them, so that a selection can be printed out for display, and will discuss the options for selling copies of 
the poster through their onsite shop, splitting the proceeds with the Trust. She is also keeping in touch 
with the Glasgow Building Preservation Trust concerning buildings related to the trade and printing 
machines ‘at risk’ in the Glasgow area.

HW has also been in touch with both John Easson and Graeme Berry of Our Heritage ‘Blairgowrie & 
Rattray’, concerning Blairgowrie Printworks which has had some recent publicity, and appears to be in 
the early stages of a restoration project.

The general site upgrade and redesign is nearly complete and the new version should be available 
shortly. Lunaria’s annual contract for web hosting and support will end in September, and an alternative 
provider will be needed.

5 AOCB
HW had circulated a paper on funding prior to the meeting. It was agreed that it should be a priority to 
record reminiscences of individuals, and that the first few should be undertaken as a pilot project with a 
view to applying for funding for a wider project. HW is also hoping to work with the alumni office at 
Napier to record the reminiscences of former students who had followed the printing courses there.

6 Date of Next Meeting
Thursday 11 September 2025.
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