
Scottish Printing Archival Trust

Minutes of the meeting of the Scottish Printing Archival Trust held at 10.45am on 
Thursday 20 February 2025, Merchiston Campus, Edinburgh Napier University, 
Colinton Road, Edinburgh, EH10 5DT

Present: B Hodgson (Chair), P Laidlaw, P Mark, G Richmond, G Harrison and H Williams (minutes).

1. Apologies
A Joseph.

2 Minutes of the meeting held on 26 September 2024 and matters arising
The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were approved. There were no matters 
arising.

3 Financial update
PL reported that there had been no change to the funds in the bank for the first quarter. There had 
been a limited number of sales of publications.

It was agreed that due to the rising cost of postage, the online price for the poster, which is currently 
set at £15 should be raised to £20. It was also agreed that HW should investigate the options for taking 
card payments with the aim of increasing sales in person at events.

4 Secretary's report

The website upgrade and redesign is underway with Lunaria: HW has met with them and discussed 
options for the future hosting of  the site. It is hoped that the new version of  the site will go live in 
April. She has set up an account with Bluesky (@PrintScot) as the X/Twitter account is no longer 
functioning in a useful way, and this seems to be the social media of  choice among heritage and library 
professionals. It was also agreed that an Instagram account would be useful and GH agreed to help 
with this. 

HW has continued with the work of  listing the Trust’s archival material and the book collection. A 
formal agreement will be drawn up covering its storage in the Edward Clark Collection and use for 
research and teaching at Edinburgh Napier University.

There are only a few copies left of  the books in the Reputation for excellence series. The text is 
downloadable from the website. HW has received funding from the Printing Historical Society to cover 
research in local archives across Scotland to expand the areas covered as well as feeding into updates of 
the existing texts. Initially she is working on the text for south-west Scotland based on work done 
earlier. She has also approached the Publishing staff  at Edinburgh Napier University with a view to 
involving students in the preparation of  the new texts for publication as part of  their work experience.

The Trustees of  the Edward Clark Bequest agreed at their last meeting to fund letterpress workshops 
for students, including from Publishing and Design, to be run by GH with HW assisting. HW is to 
meet with Avril Gray to discuss requirements and it is hoped the first one will take place fairly soon.
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HW is working with curators on the background to tje printing machines in the care of  National 
Museums Scotland. PL asked if  it would be possible to arrange a visit to the Cossar press for the 
Trustees and other interested parties from the printing industry, and HW will enquire about this.

Glasgow Press had sent a request for support: they are now offering printing workshops alongside the 
business, and are looking to develop a small working museum. They have had some success with 
funding for workshops. The Trustees agreed that they would like to support this work though have no 
funds available, and HW will circulate the business plan provided and find out more about the project 
and ways in which the Trust can offer support.

5 AOCB

GR reported that the printing industry has had a difficult time, but that there are some limited signs of 
growth in some areas, for example packaging. He also reported that the SQA were reviewing the 
printing industry apprenticeship qualifications. Print Scotland had circulated a survey to members and 
other interested parties and would be grateful for input from the Trustees.

HW will circulate the latest OSCR newsletter after the meeting: she noted the changes to the 
information about Trustees that must now be submitted to OSCR.

6 Date of AGM and Next Trustees’ Meeting
Thursday 5 June 2025.
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